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When purchasing work equipment, enterprises usually have a wide range of products to select. 
Are these products considered safe and health-friendly? What information is really important for 
enterprises looking to make purchases? Are certification marks helpful when choosing a product?

To get to know more about this, BG-PRÜFZERT invited safety specialists, purchasers and all em-
ployees involved in the selection of work equipment to take part in an on-line survey. The survey 
ran from June to August 2008 and involved 175 participants, mainly safety experts.

The results only provide information on those buyers who replied to the questions and cannot be 
taken as representative. Nevertheless, they are most likely reflecting trends.

RESULTS: Safety and health aspects of the work equipment are considered as (very) important when purchasing products. The 
most important need is seen to obtain better information on the safety aspects from manufacturers and dealers. Nearly every 
participant consider it positive, if a manufacturer has tested his product by an independent body. 

More results are planned to be published in autumn: http://www.dguv.de/bg-pruefzert/survey. 

We'll begin with a few questions about yourself and your company
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2. Now a few questions on the safety and health aspects of work equipment in general
In this survey, the term "work equipment" refers to technical products such as machinery, office furniture, tools or personal
protective equipment
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5. Are you involved in the selection of work equipment in your enterprise?

1. In which area of the company do you (mostly) work?
Management/board of management Purchasing Design Production
Sales Quality assurance OSH Other

2. Are you a safety specialist?

NoYes

3. Which industrial sector is your company (mainly) involved in?

Mining, quarrying, power and water supply, waste disposal
Manufacturing/production of goods
Wholesale and retail trade
Financial and insurance services
Construction
Healthcare, nursing, welfare

Transport, warehousing, information and communication
(Kindergarten) teaching, research and development

Other services

Other areas of the civil service

Agriculture and forestry, fishing

Other

4. How many employees does your company have?

1 - 9 10 - 49 50 - 249 250 - 499 > 500 No answer

5.1 I'm involved in the selection

5.2 I decide what's purchased

6. How important do you consider the safety and health
aspects of the work equipment you purchase (or which
you are involved in purchasing)?

7. How safe and health-friendly do you think the work
equipment on sale is in general?

Do you have any suggestions as to what improvements manufacturers should make to the design of their work
equipment?
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How safe and health-friendly do you 
think the work equipment on sale is in 

general?

We can judge the safety aspects of  
capital goods completely ourselves 
before purchasing / when taking 

delivery

Safety  marks such as the GS-mark are 
a helpful source of information on the 

safety of a product

Since the introduction of the CE mark,  
safety marks such as the GS mark have 

 become superfluous
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